So 


sew * 
adie 
Pe + 


oe 


a oF 


7 -@ 
’ 
a ec? 
* : 
’ 4 ~y x x : : ef SP o 
7 . ~ - 4 : ‘ - 
¥ err oo wave “> > : . - : . 
>t ° , a ne | 
-*, “ee 3 es , a. o> oe ied -_ —— - ne & “ 
ae ae ae .. = ~— oot a7 anil ee te® ae - a? 
ng Or ee =f ‘. wn ~? ee eet paeers’ oe ee eee. ~~ 
g-t- Oe ye ee Ae -" “ oes %.>* = ye et eee 7a ~~ rae cere < | = 
og eot ad - ~-e as oa ~- tpate & ee 6 ae 4 gee eee wal ener" a ee ee! , ; re < | 
: | = | = | oe : seek ; .* oe —- ae or + Sanden - ee ae ad » a peer, os3 * 
em Pore? it 7 . ° wn —_ © ? RY Saeed ODA ae v eee ses oa ere me : | 
y -v - += a4 ae oreo eras ~ vin ee or ee PP er ors So Ses = 7 | 
1" « e- a 2 my eae >i id ~e et ee eee me =_>? TT ae “— oe Rema - 7 oe Se = | 
Be | : 5 : 7 | " | sens : cmon To eee 5 : nape? * 2 Ze getter 7 Oe Qa000 f-7 OF a +» eo - > 
rere ES ed - —~e - - ert »6o a-ere ~- OO OTe ae pet ee ws = = a ; : | = 
ae . , ss . — pan - » ad ra oreo" ewe ®t eo pale ape ee ee” Se ll » =o ed "<r" a eer ue Oe > eee? ante >? 
; 7 a 3 a 3 ‘ . ~ oer eter oe! ore? > ss * a - - ae oy aor e ' * ¢ -¢ “ » > * ~~ —™ —- o~ - 
Soa a oe} = Pe Pale a at ne lee -~- ag? >? eee ore ee 2? vr = =F ~ — o* eT ent are ** ~~ a 
| = | 2 = —~ ne roe - - ey - ’ «¢ 7 * < t ~ ~~ - _ > - o—¢ - 
e ° t . - ~- TT end 7 eo" ——* & a ined ee pe oO > eT re —) - — ~ — - o> 5@e?" ¢ ~ . 
z os = c =< eee ores Sette ono" o~~?* , ~~" ~~ ~~ «4 . _> - ~ er 
Ec ; & : ~ ~— - eer? - — ~~ * en heen CO oot geen ™ poems ao e-4 ~ oc - re a a ~ ’ . yy 
| : Ex : | : ee SoS ~~ oe en aad oor * grr ee [OE ne eet — - - 7* : ve _ 
ae ‘ ox — - -— Ff ~r* P >-¢ - i. ~—<_, - * le . or ~? = —@ - 7 >* -? ° s-> «+ ~- 
it _ . ° ae or * Pe -_—- ol ae a ae re” y * > . cad r 
= 3 ? . ~ ie s— _— eee eo et Ae crow ¢ “ *. o Lal - r? * ~~ ~ 
ti . ~—@ > — — Sel Oren eh -27~e naw v | 
ep ee eer 1 - ae et eee eer AAP ; ox s = | 
| me - A - a Bre oe em ad ’ r gare? @ % Ca > aa rr = % a > 
~ ~ - - 7 “. 2 sn - 5, 2 - «7.7 ® 5 ad >, ? eye » ~ - 
ot ; i “ ; mi a6 pos ~ x re | 
wwe * ree i SS : - ; . m “ | 
« | i nd ‘ + —~-* » > » oe? “9 , 
| | : . > rw t « t % wf . c > 
; er? ow 4 ata a—® RA Dem o . oA , - | 
‘ ' as > ” er? ?- ~ : = ; | | : | 
i? ‘ ° « - 2 ean? s - “A : 
7 avr? 4 ° . e + eo ree ae ar ’ My . : 
77 . we * ra -* ~e or ES ee ye aa r - : | 
meacanty = - s aot *8 . . ; ewe ve °° eA ‘ er . ~ _t* > Med “ 
hae! © : ed ve oeterre* peter i ae : Er : se 
‘eee, Ss ee ‘ + ' 5 ov em © 4 e-* a > > ine . ? ~ 4 . ’ : : ° ° 
were Sore se or so. s 4 4 - - 
Deh >< =< So Arr tc pa ee ov-? eae © P ee rrr” < Ame: nt oe eee Oe ot ve * : 
: | me “ St | — *, - . - 6 *«>?* yew * er? er e- ° * ‘ . oo _—_ ~* ‘ 
eer se ceeeseeeaeuesres reat Ae oe se ret ee? ¢® mw Ne Pree > ore oy oeeee er? * 
: . - oe ras rar ‘ coor wet ere rret Ae a ose tee ’ i ea ' - 3 + ee? 7 : 
aes | oe “ee ee ore? rede ne en tr ees LS nee a. sor 
| an a ower ee ogee Te sou & 4? vrs , ‘ ee 0 ee a al 
: Lee eg 0 ote Ga ne eae aoe ¢ o- ar ° . - 
ee “a ; SA ere OT y. rv? . 7% sav e+ 
_ “* ; Aare” Ka ere ' OS y - : oF ; 
— e* OS ee er. ~/ — 
- oe oe a et ° pe ttn *« _— aa : 
: PPS ‘oe a ain ~ a eo 
. a ’ P RT reer, 
2 aes 7 v - ’ ~~ 
nn 
i orer® ‘ 
ro = ~~. 
~~ ~ <oa- 
~ . : P | 
- “eens 
bere 2*"_-- 
ear 


avi. L 


REYNOLDS HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY COLLECTION 


ll 


ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 


1833 01151 3501 


¢ Na 
ty Loe x | 
cee By wth a wea 
ih “| i ¥ oe 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2015 


https://archive.org/details/notesonpersonsplOOnorw 


i a 


/ 


ee ee + a 
_ ee “= ~~ 

R 

& 

~ 


an 2. ee ea ee ae ee? Ue re ae eens Lean S 


IN THE 


oe ms I 4 veyn ry. » we TP y ‘ » Z rT 5 ? et 
ANCIENT Town oF Nonwisy 


IN 


CONNECTICUT. 


Prepared for the 
Two hundied and fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Town 
and of tie City 
The One thindred and Twenry-fifth, 


TEY Sth and Gth, 


£909. 


a in 
Sib 
(Se A") Fema 
s 
, 
7 


'é 


. 


alate eal 
~-_— 

= 

- 


~ - 
eS mle 
- 
a 
» 
© 


= ‘ 
~~ — | 


"V7.7 
A tA 
eA 


~~ 


- ay vad Bet ‘or 
SF a = eo ee 
- % 4 P eke 


Se ee es a in al ate ee 


1°7°'42370 


The Commitiee on History, ia compiling 
these noies, acknowledge their obligations to 
Miss Caulkins’s ‘‘ History of Norwich,’’ Miss 
Perkins’s *‘Old Houses of Norwich,’’ and to 
Stedman’s History of the Li-centennial Cele- 
bration, to which those desiring further in- 
formation are referred. 

the Committee ereatly regret that their 
work is mot free from errors. “iDhey regret still 
more that because of limited space and lack of 
time for preparation, muny notewerthy names 


do net appeur in these pages. 
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NUMBERS FROM 1 TO 35, THE 
FOUNDERS OF NORWICH. 


1 DEACON THOMAS ADGATE. 16509. 

Born about 1620; died 1707. One of those appointed 
to “dignify the pues.” His house was on north end olf 
Lowthorpe Meadows. 


e 


2 ROBERT ALLYN. 1650. | 
First constable in ye Town. Died 1683, at Allyn’s 

Point. 

3 WM. BACKUS. 16509. 


Died soon after the settlement. JTlis home-lot was 
next north of Thomas Bliss from Washington Street to 
the river. Father of Stephen Backus. 


4 LIEUT. WM. BACKUS, JR. 16509. 

He stvied himself “ycoiman,” but was known succes- 
sively as sergeant, ensign and heutenant. 
§& JOHN BALDWIN. 1659. 

Constable in 1696. Ancestor of Judge Simeon Dald- 
win, of New Haven. Home-lot on West Town Street 
near.the river, 

6 DEACON THOMAS BINGHAM. 1659. 
Dorn 1642; died 1730. THome-lot on West Town Street 


above Waterman's and extending to the river. 


7 JOHN BIRCHARD. 16509. 

Virst schoolmaster. Born 1628; died 1702. Home-lot 
on West Town Street opposite the Hvdes. 
8 THOMAS BLISS. 1650. 

Died 1688. On Washington Street adjoining John 
Reynolds, was the Bliss lot. [lis house is still standing. 
8 MORGAN BOWERS. 1659. 


iIlome-lot on West Town Street.adjoining J. Post. 
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10 JOHN BRADFORD. 3659. 

Son of Govervor Lradford, of Plymouth. Townsman 
in 1077. Elome-lot on Last Town Street west of Hunt- 
ington Lane. 

Il DEACON HUGH CAULKINS. 1659. 


Born 1660; died 1690; one of the most useful men of 
his time. tiome-lot on West Town Street. 


IZ JOHN CAULKINS. 1659. 
Born 1634; died 1703. Home-lot on West Town 
Street. Active in town affairs. 


13 RICHARD EDGERTON. :6s9. 


‘Townsman and constable. Died in 1692. 


14 REV. JAMES FITCH. 16509. 

Born 1622; died 1702. lirst pastor of First Church 
in Norwich; heid the office filty-six years. Called by 
Cotton Mather, “the holy, acute and learned Mr. Fitch.” 
Home-lot from Simon [luntington to the river. 


15 JOHN GAGER. 16509. 

Died 1703. Constable in 1074 and 1688. Jie was son 
of William Gager, “a right godly man and_ skillful 
chyrurgeon.” 


16 LIEUT. FRANCIS GRISWOLD. 1659. 

Born 1622; died 1671. Housc-lot on West Town 
Street. Represented the town in the General Court in 
eleven sessions. 


17 CHRISTOPHER HUNTINGTON. 16509. 

First townsiman. One of the most useful of the 
pioneers. Died LOGI. , Llome-lot )))} \Vashington Street 
corner of JEast Town Strect. 


18 DEACON SIMON HUNTINGTON. 1650. 


3orn 1620; died 1700. “Vownsman in 1690 and 1696. 


Home-lot on south side of East Town Street west of 
Lieut. Thomas ‘Vracy. 


19 SAMUEL HYDE. 1659. 
Died 1077. Tlome-lot on north side of West Town 
Strect above the rocks. 
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<0 WM. HYDE. 1650. 


Died 1682. Home-lot on West Town Street. TYowns- 
man in 1673 and £079. 


¢ 


21 THOMAS HOWARD. 1659. 


Slain at the Narragansett fort fight in 1675. On north 
side of West Town Strect below Bean Hill church was 
his home-lot. 


22 LIEUT. THOMAS LEFFINGWELL. 

Born about 1622; died after 1714. Home-lot located 
on the corner of the present Washington Street and 
Harland Road. House now occupied by D. M. Torosian. 
Famous for bringing relief to Uncas when he was be- 
sieged by the Narragansetts. Represented the town in 
fifty-six sessions oft the General Court. 


23 MAJOR JOHN MASON. 1650. 


Deputy Governor of Colony of Connecticut. Dis- 
tinguished among the Founders of Norwich. Jn _ his 
hand the sword ot the Lord was mighty against the 
savage Pequots. Firm ftnend of Uncas and the Mohe- 
gans. Valiant soldier; wise counsellor. Home-lot 
corner of Town Street and New London turnpike. Born 
in England; died in Norwich 1672. 


24 DR. JOHN OLMSTEAD. 1650. 


Born about 1626; died 1686. The first doctor in the 
town. Home-lot where Miss Gilman lives on Washing- 
ton Street. 


25 JOHN PEASE. 16509. 


“A sea faring man.” FHome-lot the last on West Town 
Street at the river crossing. 


26 JOHN POST. 16509. 


Born 1626; died 1710. Home-lot on West Town Strect 
next above Thomas Bingham. 


2% THOMAS POST. 1650. 


Constable. Died 1701. Home-lot on West Town 
Strect adjoining John Gager. 
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28 JOSIAH READ. 16509. 


Constable. Died 1717. Home-lot on Washington 
Street east of the Coit Elms. 


28 JOHN REYNOLDS. 16509. | 

Died 1702. His dwelling is one of the oldest in Nor- 
wich, on Washington Street. Home-lat included Backus 
Hospital grounds. 


30 JONATHAN ROYCE. 16509. 


Died in 1689. Ilome-lot on West Town Strect be- 
tween Allyn and J. Tracy. 


31 REV. NEHEMIAH SMITH. 1650. 


Born about 1605; died in 1686. Home-lot on West 
Town Strect north side opposite LT. Post. 


32 SERGEANT JOHN TRACY. 1659. 


Died 1702. UWome-lot on south side of West Town 
Street between Baldwin and Pease. 


383 LIEUT. THOMAS TRACY. 1650. 


Born about 1610; died 1685. One of the most dis- 
tinguished of the Founders of Norwich. He and John 
Mason were witnesses of the deed of Unkos, Owaneco, 
and Attawanhood granting nine miles square to the in- 
habitants of Norwich, for the sum of seventy pounds. 
First representative to the General Court. Home-lot on 
East Town Street adjoining Chmstopher Huntington 


384 ROBERT WADE. 1650. 


Date of birth and death unknown. Tlome-lot south 
side of West ‘Town Street between Birchard and Gager. 


35 SERGEANT THOMAS WATERMAN. 1659. 


Born 1644; died 1708. Youngest of the Founders, 
Sixteen vears of ave. Tlome-lot on West Town Street 
adjoining @ John Mason. He represented the town in the 
General Court in LO7Q. 
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Gatien, CARLY SETTLERS. 
36 CALEB ABELL. 


Three of this name are found at an early period among 
the inhabitants ef Norwich—Caleb, Benjamin and Joshua. 
Caleb married in july, 1669, Margaret, daughter of John 
Post. Robert Wade transferred to Caleb Abell his 
house lot, ‘Lown Street. It was located between 
Birchard and Bowers. He was chosen constable 1684; 
townsman 1689; appointed to keep tavern in 1694. 
Died Aug. 7; 173! 

Gen. Elijah Abell, a gallant officer in the Revolution- 
ary War, born in Norwich, was a descendant of Caleb 
Abell. 


/ 


38% RICHARD BUSHNELL. 


Was born Sepi., 1652. Came to Norwich with his 
step-father, Thomas Adgate. Married in 1672, Eliza- 
beth Adgate. In the earlier part of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, Richard LDushnell was one of the most noted and 
active men in Norwich. He performed the duties of 
townsman, constable, schoolmaster, poet, deacon, ser- 
gcant, lieutenant and captain, town agent, town deputy, 
court clerk, and justice of the peace. Ile died pre 
His dwelling was on the Montville, road a mile south of 
the city. 


38 SAMUEL LATHROP. 


Was sou of Rey. John Lathrop, of London; came with 
his father to America in 1634 when about fourteen years 
of age. He married at Barnstable, Mass., Nov. 28, 1044, 
Elizabeth Scudder. He was a house carpenter, and came 
to Norwich in 1668. Tle died Feb. 29, 1700. He had 
nine children by ints first wife. Tlis second wite was 
Abigail Doane, who surviyed him and lived to the age 
of 103 years. 


39 JOHN ELDERKIN. 

Elderkin’s carliest grant at Norwich was in 1667, and 
Was conveyed in 160608 to Samuel Lathrop. The next 
Was at the old landing place below the [alls, where he 
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built a grist-mill for the convenience of the town. Flere 
for a long course of years stood the mill and the miller’s 
house. E Iderkin built the second me eting-house for the 
town; the first one was upon the Green. He died June 
23, 1087. Of his first wife nothing is known. His 
second wife was Ilizabeth, relict of Wilham Gaylerd, of 
Windsor. 


40 STEPHEN GIFFORD. 


Born about 1041. Tie was an early settler and is 
classed as a proprietor by Miss Caulkins. Constable in 
1686. Died 1724. His home-lot extended from Medi- 
terranean Lane to the chapel. 


41 CHRISTOPHER HUNTINGYON, JUNIOR, 

“The first born of males in Norwich.” Son of Christo- 
pher Huntington the Founder. Born 1660; died 1735. 
A man of the highest character, and a prominent con- 
tributor to the prosperity of the most vital interests of 
the town. Served near forty years in the office of a 
deacon. Town Clerk 1678 to 1691. 


42 ELIZABETH HYDE. 


3orn August, 1660; daughter of Samuel and Jane 
(Lee) Hy de. the first child born in Norwich. Married, 
in 1682, Richard Lord, of Lyme. Died at Lyme, 1726. 


43 COL. CHRISTOPHER LEFFINGWELL. 

sorn. 1734. Pioneer paper manufacturer. Soldier 
and patriot in the Revolution. Prominent citizen. Died 
1810. 


44 MAJOR JAMES FITCH. 

James Hitch, Jr., was born in Saybrook, 1647, married 
(1) 1676, Elizabeth Mason, married (2) 1087, Mrs. Alice 
(Bradiord) Adams. During his residence in Norwich 
“he took a leading part in all town affairs, and served 
as. land-surveyvor, reeistrar, captain of the train-band. 
and comntissioner of boundaries.” In 1Og8—"g9 he sold 
his house and home-let to Samuel and Simon Huntine- 
ton, and later made his home in Canterbury where he 
died in 1727. His home-lot was on the east side of the 
towi Gieen, and his house probably stood south and 
near to the present residence of Wallace S. Allis. 
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OTHER PROMINENT MEN OF 
EARLY TIMES. 


45 GOVERNOR SAMUEL HUNTINGTON, LL. D. 

Born 1731. Representative in Legislature 1764 and 
Senator 1773; Associate Judge Supreme Court of Con- 
necticut 1774; member ot Congress 1775-1780; member 
of the Marine Court; signer of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence; President of Congress 1779-1781 and 1783; 
Chief Justice of Connecticut 1784; Lieutenant-Governor 
1785; Governor 1786-"96. Died 1796. 


45 BENJAMIN HUNTINGTON, LL. D. 

Born 17360; graduated at Yale 1761; married, daughter 
of Col. Jabez Huntington, of W abe State Counsellor 
during Revolutionary War; director of battery built on 
Waterman's s Point 1775; agent of colony to purchase 
the “Spy,” bought to watch British; superintended 
building of the * Defence” I4 gun brig, 1776; representa- 
tive from Norwich 1775; member Continental Congress 
1784 and of Constitutional Congress 1789; Judge Su- 
perior Court 1793; LL. D. from Yale; moved to Rome, 
N. Y., 1796, and died there Oct. 16, r800. His body was 
brought to Norwich for_burial. First Mayor of Nor- 
wich, 1784 to 1796. 


47 BENEDICT ARNOLD. 

Born, Norwich, 1741. General in the Revolutionary 
army. Died in London, 1801. Distinguished for his 
heroism at Quebec, Lake Champlain, Ridgefield, and 
Saratoga. Detested for his treason and for the burning 
of New London. 


48 AARON CLEVELAND. 

The Aaron Cleveland house is now standing on West 
Town Street at bean Hill next below the Meeting-house. 
Here Aaron “carried on” the hat business, at the same 
time wrote poems, essays, lectures, and sermons upon 
all subjects of the day, social, political and religious. 
Aaron was great-grandfather of Grover Cleveland (see 
No. 78). 
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49 WILLIAM CLEVELAND. 


Rev. Benjamin Lord purchased the Mason home lot 
and erected a house on the site, next to the Johnson 
home. This was his residence. ‘This property was held 
by the Lord heirs until 1830, when it was sold to Will- 
jam Cleveland, grand-father of the President. William 
built a shop cast of the house where he carried on the 
business of a gold or silversmith, until his death in 1837 
This dwelling house was burned in 1852 (see No. 79). 


59 DR. PHILIP TURNER. 


Surgeon-general in the Revolutionary army. Born in 
Norwich 1740. Died in New York in 1815 and was 
buried in St. Paul’s Church yard. He was highly dis- 
tinguished for his professional skill. 


51 JOSEPH TRUMBULL. 

The eldest son of Governor Trumbull, and the first 
Commissary General Continental Army, bought the 
property in 1778. 


52 DIAH MANNING, 1760-1815. 

Drum-major of Washington’s Body Guard. He car- 
ried to Major Andre bis breakfast, on the day of his ex- 
ecution, bringing it from the table of General Washing- 
ton. House on VYown Street, corner Old Cemetery Lane. 


53 REV. BENJAMIN LORD, D.D. 


For sixty-seven years pastor of the First Church in 
Norwich. He was born at Saybrook, Conn., in 1694, 
and died at Norwich in 1784. Tle was g1 raduated at Yale 
in 1714 and received the degree of D. D. in 1774. 


54 DR. SOLOMON TRACY. 


He was a youth at the settlement of the town. In ad- 
dition to the duties of his profession he served the town 
as representative in the General Assembly and as leu- 
tenant in the train-band. He was born in 1650 and died 
in 1732. 


55 MADAM KNIGHT (irs. Sarah Kemble Knight) 


Was born in Boston in 1666 and died in New Lon- 
don in 1727. The greater part of her lite was spent in 
New London and Norwich where she stood high in so- 


) 


cial rank and was respected both in church and civil 
affairs. in 1717 the town of Norwich granted her liber- 
y “to sitt in the pue where she use to sitt in ye meet- 
ing-house.” A silver tankard which she presented to 
the church is stii! preserved. She was remarkable for 
her versatility ot gifts and 1s remembered by her journal 
of a journey on horseback alone, from Boston to New 
York in 1704. 


56 GENERAL ANDREW HUNTINGTON. 


John Elderkin sold land on mean ese Street’ ‘to 
Samuel Lothrop who built a house upon it soon after 
1068. Portions of his house were probably incorporated 
in the present building now owned by Ar. Fitch which 
was constructed about 1740, by Joshua Huntington 
(1698-1745). Andrew Huntington (1745-1824). Com- 
missary General, judge and merchant. Lived in this 
house from 1766 until his death. 


57 SIMON HUNTINGTON, JUNIOR. 


In 1688—'89 Simon ITuntington, the proprietor, granted 
land on East Town Street to his son, Simon, sats held 
many civil offices, was deacon of the church from 1696 
to 17 30, and in 1706 opened ‘ta house ot public entertain- 
ment.” Captain Joseph Carew probably used parts of 
the house built by Simoh Huntington, Jr., when he con- 
structed the present louse now occupied by Mr. Kelly 
in 1782-83. Joseph and ltunice Carew Huntington and 
their children oecupied this house until 1854. 


58 HON. JABEZ W. HUNTINGTON. 
fion. Pia W. Huntington, United States Senator 


irom 1840 to 1847, lived in this house after his mar- 
riage in 1833 3 to a daughter of Joseph Huntington. 


59 GENERAL IEDIDIAH HUNTINGTON. 
General Jedidiah Huntington, 1743-1818, fought at 
Bunker Hill and in many of the most important battles 
of the Revolution. He entertained both Washington 
and Laiavette in the house on the coruer of Ikast Town 
Street and Huntington Lane. He married in 1766 Faith 
Trumbull, the daughter of the famous war governor. 
After the war he held many important positions and in 
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1789 was appointed collector of customs at New Lon- 
don and held the ofhee until his death. 


60 GENERAL EBENEZER HUNTINGTON. 

General Ebenezer Huntington, 1754-1834, the half 
brother of Jedidiah, Ae wis this house when his brother 
went to New London in 178. Jie left Yale College 
when the war commenced a served until the troops 
were disbanded in 1783. In 18to and in 1817 he was 
elected a member of Congress. His four uumarried 
daughters were “the Ladies Huntington.” 


61 COLONEL JOSHUA HUNTINGTON. 


Col. Joshua Huntington married in 1771, Hannah, 
daughter of Col. Ilezekiah Huntington. He was in 
business at the Landing, but at the call to arms he fol- 
lowed his brothers in giving himself to the service of 
his country. He was high sheriff of New London Coun- 
ty and had charge of the first United States census 
(1790) in this region, He lived in the house on Hunt- 
ington Lane now owned by Mrs. Theodore F. McCurdy. 


62 GENERAL JABEZ HUNTINGTON. 

“The house in the lane” is to-day practically unal- 
tered from its condition when it was occupied by Gen- 

eral Jabez Huntington, 1719-1785, who at the head of 
thie Connecticut troops did much jor American free- 
dom. It surely includes a portion or the whole of the 
house of his father the first Joshua Huntington, and may 
include the house built by the founder, John Dradiord. 


ee. ii 


G3 COLONEL JOHN DURKEE. 

Porn in Windham 1728: died Mav 29, 1782. Leader 
of 500 men who compelled lngersoll to resign iene office 
of stamp master for Connecticut. Colonel at Lone 
Island, Harlem, White Plams, Trenton and Monmouth. 
He was in Sullivans Indian expedition.  Durkce’s 
tavern at Bean Jlill was “opposite the home-lot of Xr. 
Samuel Abell.” 
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MEETING HOUSES. 
G4. 

The first Meeting-house stood near the southeast 
corner of the Green “with the open Common around it.” 
Of its erection there 1s no record. It was probably built 
by a “general turn-out of its inhabitants.” In 1608 a 
small rate was collected to pay Samuel Lathrop “for re- 
pairing the Meeting-house.” It was in use only twelve 
or fourteen years. Opposite present Norwich Town 
postoffice. 


65 


In 1673 the town contracted with John Elderkin to 
build “forthwith a new Meeting-house.” The building 
committee were Deacon Tlugh Calkins, Isnsign Thomas 
Lefiingwell, Ensign Thomas Jracy, Simon Jluntington 
and William Backus. It was completed in two years 
Elderkin contracted to build it for £428. This building 
was repaired and a “Leanto” added, in which several 
new pews were made. Vhese improvements being com- 
pleted in March, 1698, five of the oldest and most re- 
spected inhabitanis were directed “to seat the people 
with due regard to rank.” The site of this second Meet- 
ing-house was on the summit of the hill. It was to 
serve as a watch-tower, and a garrison post, as well as 
a house of worship. 


GS 

December 6, 1709, a vote was passed to build a third 
Mecting-house, the dimensions not to exceed 55 feet by 
45, to be modeled by a committee of the church, and 
completed by AMlarch 1, 1712. This building was on the 
rocks near the site ef the second AMeeting-house. John 
Klderkin, 2d, son of the old church builder, was the 
architect. It was completed m December, 1713. A 
vote was passed to sell the old edifice, which had lasted 
forty years. 


67 
‘The site of the fourth Meeting-house was at the corner 


of the Green, under the rocks where the present church 
stands. It is said to have been a “squar building, with 
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a front porch or platiorm,” with doors on three sides. It 
was voted for 11 1748 but was not begun until 1753; it 
remained unfinished for several years. It was completed 
in 1770. On the 7th of February, 1801, it was destroyed 
by fire, with several other buildings. The present build- 
ing, the fifth Meeting-house, was built partly by sub- 
scription and partly by a Jottery. 


68 POST-GAGER BURIAL GROUND, 1661. 


In 1661 the town bought this land for a common burial- 
place. Many of the proprietors and early settlers were 
interred in this “regular oblong piot,” 11 rods lone and 
7 wide. The last interment was in 1740. In 1872 the 
present monument was erected to the memory of Major 
John Mason and 38 proprietors. It is on West Town 
Street, half a mile above the Up-town Green. 


69 ENTRANCE TO OLD BURYING GROUND, 
1699. 


At Norwich Vown through Old Cemetery Lane near 
the corner of Town Street (the River Road), and the Up- 
town Green; a portion of the home-lot of Rev. James 


Fitch. 


70: ,.BNIRANCE TO THE OLD BURYING 
GROUND, 1796. 

On East Town Street. adjacent to the Governor Hunt- 
ington house, through the Hubbard gates, inscribed by 
Faith Trumbull Chapter, D. A. R., with names of 
soldiers of the Revolution buried within. A portion of 
the home-lot of Simon Huntington. 
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PUBLIC’ BUILDINGS. 
“71 COURT HOUSE, 1762. 


In 1735 the first court house was erected on the south 
side of the parsonage lot. In 1762 a new one was 
built on the Green near the present watering trough. 
This was moved across the street in 1798 near the 
present school, used until 1833 when courts were moved 
to the landing, and then used as a school building until 
r&gl. 


72 TOWN AND COURT HOUSE, 1829. 


Built on north side of Church Street. Burned April 
I, 1865. 


%3 JAIL, 17509. 


First jail was at southeast corner of Green. About 
1759 a new one was built back of old brick schoolhouse. 
This was burned in 1786 and rebuilt and used until 1815. 


74 JAIL, 1815. 


A third location was chosen in 1815, when the “Perit” 
house on the opposite side of the Green was purchased 
for the county house, and a jail was built on the adjoin- 
ing lot a short distance back of where the store now 
stands. This lasted until the courts were moved to the 
“Landing, in 1833 


75 OFFICE OF TOWN CLERKS. 


The first Town Clerk was John Birchard. We have 
no record of his appointment. He was in office eighteen 
years. Christopher Huntington appointed 1678, was in 
office until his death, 1691. Richard Bushnell 1691, for 
seven years, Christopher Iluntington, Jr., 1698, for four 
years. Richard Bushnell again in 1702, 11 office for 
twenty-four years. Isaac Ifuntington 1720, till his death 

1764. Benj. Huntington 1764, in office nearly two years. 
Benj. Huntington, son of Isaac, 1765, in otiice thirteen 


years. Samuel Tracy 1778, in otfice one year. Benj. 
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Huntington, 17709, in office until his death 1801. Philip 
Huntington 1801, until his death in 1825, and his son, 
Benjamin, born 1798, was in office nearly continuously 
until 1830 


"G6 DUDLEY WOODBRIDGE’S STORE. 


Dudley Woodbridge, in 1774, purchased of Ebenezer 
Lord his house and shop on the Green, north and next 
to where the present chapel stands. He sold goods of 
every description, grocerics, shocs, dress goods, hard- 
ware, etc. In 1782, the first post office was established, 
in Norwich, Dudley Woodbridge was the first post- 
master, and held the office until 178g. The mails had 
previously been delivered by post riders. Mr. \Wood- 
bridge removed to Ohio in 1789 or 1799. 

In 1790, Gurdon Lathrop oecupted this store, as a gen- 
eral trader. In 1791, it was sold to Joseph Huntington 
and he formed a partnership with Joseph Carew. After 
October, 1800, the business was carried on by the firm 
of Joseph and Charles P. Huntington. On February 
5th, 1801, this store and the meeting-house with several 
other buildings were burned. The Huntington Brothers 
moved their eoods a the store “a few rods N. FE. from 
the Court House.” In August they moved to the large, 
new brick store, which they had had built on the site of 
the old Woodbridge shop. This building is now the 
chapel of First Congregational Church. 


Ti TRACY & COIT'S STORE. 

About 1780, Uriah Vracy and Joseph Coit leased from 
Thomas Lefiingwell land upon which they built a shop 
50 x 32, in which they carricd on for many years an ex- 
tensive business. It was a long gambrel-roofed one- 
story and halt structure. Uriah Tracy bought in 1790 
the Benedict Arnold house where he lived until his death. 
Tracy & Coit’s store was one of the representative 
stores of Norwich. 


78 AARON CLEVE pissed SHOP. 


This building forme: stood the next but one below 
the meetine- house, Sanuk Hil It was the shop of Aaron 
Cleveland in which he carried on the business of hat 
making. It was moved across the road and is now 
known as “Adam's Tavern.” Lresident Cleveland was 
his great-grandson (see No. 48). 
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73 WILLIAM CLEVELAND SHOP. 

This building was the one used by William Cleveland 
as a goldsmith shop, 1830-1837. It stood between the 
schoolhouse and the Johuson home facing the Green 
(see No. 49). 


80 BRICK SCHOOL-HOUSE. 

On Norwich Yown Green. Founded by Doctor 
Daniel Lathrop in 1783. Now occupied by the Noah 
Webster Literarv Association. 


Si BRICK SCHOOL-HOUSE. 

On Washington Street. Built in 1789. The first 
school attended by Lydia Huntley (Mrs. Sigourney). 
Now used by the Schoolhouse Club. 


S82 LEFFINGWELL ROW, 

Sometimes called “the long shop,” built by Christo- 
pher Leffingwell about 1780, was burned in 1882 with 
the red store adjoining. Its position near the fork of 
the roads opposite the residence of General Edward 
Harland made it @ conspicuous land mark. It was oc- 
cupied at different times by Lefnnewell’s stocking 
factory, various small shops, by the Judge of Probate 
and by the postofiice. 


83 THE TEEL HOUSE, “Sign of General Washing- 


ton,” | 

Built for a hotel in 1789 on Chelsea Parade; after- 

wards occupied for a school by Wilham Woodbridge; 

for many years the residence of Gen. Wilham \Villiams; 
now the parsonage of Park Church. 
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INDUSTRIES. 
84 STOCKING WEAVING. 


The business of weaving stockings was begun in 1766 
by Christopher Lefhnewell with two or three looms. 
In 1791 nine looms were in operation producing 1,200 to 
1,500 pairs of hose annually. 


85 GRIST-MILL. 


A grist-mill built by John Elderkin at No Man’s Acre 
about 1661; was removed about 1667 under agreement 
with the town, to the Yantic River below the Falls, and 
a large tract of land was granted to him as compensa- 
tion in the vicinity of the Indian burying place on 
Sachem Street. 


S6 JRON WORKS. 


The first iron works were established at Yantic in 
1750 by Elijah Backus. He manufactured bloom and 
bar iron for anchors, mills and other uses. The Backus 
Jron Works obtained great repute and during the Rey- 
olutionary War all kinds of iron work for domestic uses 
and warfare were made and repaired here. 


S% POTTERY. 


A pottery was established in 1766 at Bean Hill and 
continued in operation far into the 19th century. Speci- 
mens of this pottery are among the treasured possessions 
of some of the old residents of Norwich. 


88 LINSEED OIL MILLS. 


The first linseed oi] mill was established at Bean Hill, 
in 1748, by Hezekiah Huntington and at a later period 
the manufacture was carried on extensively at the Falls. 


89 COTTON MILL. 

A cotton mill was established by Joshua, Lathrop in 
1790 on Lowthorpe Meadows with one carding ma- 
“ei five jennies and ‘six looms. This machinery was 

‘-adually increased and a great variety of goods manu- 
atared: In 1793 the firm was Lathrop & Eells. 
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90 CHOCOLATE MILL. 


The first chocolate mill was established in 1770 by 
Christopher Leffingwell on the Yantic flats below the 
falls. Jn 1772 Simon Lathrop erected another. This in- 
dustry was of considerable importance. 


91 PAPER MILL. 


In 1766 Christopher Lefhnegweil began to manufacture 
paper at his mill on the west side of the Yantic above 
the l’alls near what are now called Paper Mull rocks. 
This was the first Paper Mill in Connecticut. The an- 
nual output was about 1,300 reams. 


92 CLOCKS AND WATCHES. 


Clocks and watches were manufactured by Thomas 
Harland in 1773. He employed ten or twelve hands and 
made annually, two hundred watches and forty clocks 
which were pronounced equal to any imported from 
England. 


93 FULLING MILL. 


A fulling mill with clothier’s shop and dye house went 
into operation near the present site of the Falls Mill in 


1773- 
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TAVERNS. 
94 


Caleb Abel, the third Innkeeper of Norwich, probably 
came from Dedham; he bought the Wade lot in 1677: 
was constable in 1684, townsman in 1689 and often 
thereaiter ; enrolled aniong the dignitaries with title of 
Sergeant in 1702; mi irried Margaret t, daughter of Jolin 
Post, 1669, at after her death married Mary Loomer; 
died Auy. 7, 1731. He was appointed Innkeeper under 
date of Dec. 18, 1694, as follows: “Vhe towne makes 
choise of caleb abell to keep ordinari or a house of enter- 
tainement for this yveare or till another be choosen.” 


95 

Deacon Simon Huntington, the first of four succes- 
Sive generations of deacons, was the second Innkeeper 
of Norwich. He was married to Sarah, daughter of 


Joseph Clarke, of Saybrook, in October, 1653; appointed 


Innkeeper 1690; died 1706, leaving an estate valued at 
275 pounds, including a hbrary of fourteen or fifteen 
volumes, of the value ot about 30 shillings, which we are 
told was probably a fair library for a lavman at that 
time. 


VS 


Joseph Keynolds, son of John Reynolds, the Founder, 
kept the ordinary in 1709. He was born in Norwich, 
March, 1660; married Sarah Edgerton 1088. 


97 

Thomas Waterman, born 1644, came to Norwich in 
1659 with John bradford, whose wife's nephew he was; 
only townsman in 1675, 81, ‘84; made a freeman in 1081 ; 
died June 1, 1708: buried in Society Burial Ground. Fle 
was appoimted Innkeeper in 1679. “Agreed and voted 
by ve town vt Thomas Waterman ts desired to keep the 
ordinary. And for his encouragement he is granted four 
akers of paster !and where he can conveniently find it 
ny about the valley going from his house to the woods.” 


Ss 
Eleazer Lord's tavern on the corner of Town Street 
and the New London turnpike was built about 1770 and 
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for many years was frequented by the lawyers who 
came to Norwich to attend court. 


39 

Joseph Peck’s tavern on the east side of the Green, 
overshadowed by a large elm tree, among whose central 
boughs an arbor was formed and _ seats arranged, to 
which on public days friendly Br raps resorted and had 
refreshments served—a_ plank vallery being extended 


from a window of the house to the bower 2S a means of 
oC CoS. 


1GY 


Thomas Leffingwell, the fourth Innkeepe: of Norwich, 
was given liberty to keep a “publique house of entertain- 
ment of strangers” in 1700. This tavern was continued 
for more than 100 years, and was at the east end of 
the town plot, and was a noted place of resort in war 
times. Married Mary Bushnell, Sept., 1672; died March 
S, 1723-'24, leaving an estate of nearly 10,000 pounds. 
The interesting features of this quaint old house, within 
and without, are remarkably well preserved. 


104 


On the site of the Johnson Home was located Lath- 
rop’s Tavern. Built in 1737 by Nathaniel Lathrop, its 
prosperity was maintained by his son, Azariah. From 
here was started the first stage coach to Providence in 

1768. In 1829 the property was sold to the Union Hotel 
Comat, who erected the present building, which was 
later used for a boarding school. 


102 

Jesse Brown's tavern was erected in 1790 and its pro- 
prietor established a stage route from Boston to New 
York via Norwich. On August 1, 1797, President John 
Adams and wife stopped over meht here. In 1855 the 
property was purchased by Moses Pierce, who later cave 
it to the United Workers who established the Rocknook 
Children’s Home. 


1028 


It is said that Capt. Samuel Bailey was jatlor about 
1800, and the accommodations for the jail were on the 
second floor, and that on the first floor the captain kept 
what was called, “Cross Keys Tavern.” 
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PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


104 MILLARD FILLMORE. 


Capt. Joha I'iilmore, son of John Viilmore, “Mariner” 
of Ipswich, Mass.; born March 18, 1702. He married 
Nov. 24, £724, Mary Spiller, and removed to Norwich 
West Farms; died there Feb. 22, 1777. Capt. John’s 
grandsou was Nathaniel, whose eldest son was Millard, 
born Jan. 7, 1800, not in Franklin, but Summer Hill, 


ni ha 


105 ULYSSES S. GRANT. 


On the site of the house of Herbert L. Yerrington, 
stood the original Christopher Huntington homestead. 
Aiter the death of the first Christopher this was inherited 
by his son, John (born 1666) who matried in 1686, Abi- 
gail, daughter of Samuel Lathrop. John had three 
daughters. and two sons. One daughter, Martha, was 
married to Noah Grant, of Tolland, and became the an- 
cestress of U.S. Grant. 

Martha JJuntington married June 12, 1717, Noah 
Grant born Dec. 16, 1693. Their son, Noah, Jr., born 
July 12, 1718, married Susannah Delano, Nov. 5,.1746. 
‘Their son, Noah, 3d, born June 20, 1748; married Rachel 
Kelly, March 4, 1792. Their son, pws born Jan. 23, 
1794, married Fihanah Simpson, June 24, 1821. U. 5. 
Grant, born April 27, 1822. 


106 RUTHERFORD B. HAYES. 


George Hayes leit Scotland in 1680 and settled at 
Windsor, Conn., 1682. Mis ercat-creat-great-crandson, 
Rutherford Haves, settled at Brattleporough, Vt., and 
married in Sept., 1813, Sophia Dirchard. Her ancestry 
on the male line is traced to John DBirchard, one of the 
thirty-five founders of Norwich. Both of her grand- 
fathers were soldicrs in the Revolutionary War. Ruth- 
erford Hlaves removed tn 1817 to Delaware, Ohio, where 
he died five vears later, leaving two children. On Oct. 
4, 1822, Rutherford Birchard Hayes was born three 
months after his father’s death. 
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107 JAMES A. GARFIELD. 


Was descendant of Major John Mason and Reverend 
James Fitch, who are recorded among the founders of 
Norwich (see Nos. 14 and 23). 


168 GROVER CLEVELAND. 


William Hyde. Samuel Hyde married Jane Lee. 
John Hyde married Experience Abel. James Hyde mar- 
ried Sarah Marshall. Abiah Hyde married Rev. Aaron 
Cleveland. William Cleveland married Margaret Falley 
Richard Falley Cleveland born at Norwich, 19 June, 180s. 
He married Anne Neale, 10 Sept., 1820; she born at Bal- 
timore. They removed to Flolland Patent, New York, 
Where he died ist Oct., 1853. Grover Cleveland was 
born at Holland Patent, 31 July, 1835 (see Nos. 48, 49, 
78 and 79. 


108 MRS. THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 

Edith Kermit Carow, born New York, Aug. 6, 1862, 
daughter of Charles and Gertrude Elizabeth (Tyler) 
Carow. She was married at St. George’s Church, Han- 
over Square, London, England, 1886, to Theodore Roose- 
velt. Her grandtather was General Daniel Tyler of 
Norwich (sce No. 143). 
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OTHER MEN OF DISTINCTION, 


110 REV. HIRAM P. ARMS, D. D. 

Pastor and pastor emeritus Tirst Congregational 
Church 1836-1882. Born in Sunderland, Mass., 1799. 
Died at Norwich 1882. 


Jil MAJOR-GENERAL HENRY WARNER 
BIRGE. 

3orn in Ilartford, Aug. 25, 1825. Died in New York, 
July 3, 1888. In the war for the Union he passed 
through the successive ranks from major to Brevet 
Major-General. Jle rendered distinguished services at 
Irish Bend, in the Red River campaign, and led the for- 
lorn hope at Port Hudson and was actively engaged in 
battles of Winchester, Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek. 


112 ISAAC HILL BROMLEY. 

sorn, Norwich, March 6, 1833. Captain 18th Regt. 
Conn. Volunteers. Provost marshal. First editor Nor- 
wich Bulletin. Journalist. umorist. Chief editor 
New York Tribune 1891-1898. Died at Norwich, Aug. 
11, 1808. 


113° HON. WILLIAM ALFRED BUCKINGHAM. 


Born in Lebanon, Conn., May 28, 1804. Mayor of 
Norwich 1849-1850; 1856-1857. Presidential elector 
1856. Governor of Connecticut 1858-1866. U.S. Senator 
1869-1875. Merchant, manuiacturer, philanthropist, 
generous benefactor of Yale University, the Broadway 
Church and Norwich Iree Academy. Died in 1875. 


1f4 THOMAS FANNING. 

orn at Norwich, Conn., July 18,1750. Soldier in the 
Revolution. Merchant. One of the donors of Chelsea 
Parade 1791. .Died at Norwich,.May 24, 1812. 


1145 LAFAYETTE SABIN FOSTER, LL. D. 

Born in Franklin, Conn., Nov. 22, 1806. Graduate 
Brown University 1828. Mayor of Norwich. Speaker 
Connecticut Hlouse Representatives 1847. United States 
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Senator 1854-1866, After death of President Lincoln, 
acting Vice- -President of the United States. Professor of 
Law at Yale 1868. Judge Supreme Court of Connecti- 


cut 1870-1876. Benefactor ot Yale University, Free 


Academy and Otis Library. “Great citizen, incorrupti- 


ble senator, wise counsellor, eloquent advocate, right- 
eous judge.” Died in 1880. 


1iG) DANIEL COIT GILMAN, LL. D. 


Born in Norwich, July 6, 1831. Graduated Yale 
1852. Professor Yale College 1856-1872. President 
University of California 1872-1875. President Johns 
Hopkins University 1875-1901. President Carnegie In- 
stitution Igo1-1904. Delivered historical address at 
Norwich bi-centennial celebration in 1859. Died at 
Norwich, Oct. 13, 1908. 


ty) = WILLIAM CHARLES GILMAN. 

Born in Exeter, N. H., 1795. Came to Norwich 1816. 
Established nail factory at the Falls. Extended cotton 
manufacture to Greeneville and bBozrah. Identified for 
thirty years with the most important manufacturing, 
financial, educational and religious enterprises in the 
town. First president Norwich and Worcester Rail- 
road. Mayor in 1839. Died in New York 1863. 


iS HON. CALVIN GODDARD. 

Born at Shrewsbury, Mass., 1708. Mayor of Norwich 
1814-1831. Judge Supreme Court 1816. Member of 
Congress 1So1-1805. Died in 1842. He lived on the 
corner of Washington Street and Sachem Street and 
owned several acres of land including the Indian burying 
place, and mill property at the Falls. 


4, 


1398 WILLIAM PARKINSON GREENE. 

Born in Boston 1795; died in Norwich 1864. Jle was 
graduated at Harvard in 1814; removed to Norwich in 
824; became largely interested in manutactures at the 
Falls and Greeneville and in the Norwich Water Power 
Co. He was Mayor in 1842; first president of Thames 
Bank; original corporator Norwich and Worcester Rail- 
road; second president and liberal benefactor of Nor- 
wich Free Academy. 
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120 REV. JOHN PUTNAM GULLIVER. D. D. 


Born in Boston in 1819; died at Andover, Mass., 1894. 
Yale University 1840. D.D. Iowa University. Presi- 
dent Knox College. Professor Andover Theologica] 
Seminary. Twenty years pastor Broadway Congrega- 
tional Church. Held in honored remembrance as chief 
promoter of the Norwich Iree Academy. 


121 RUSSELL HUBBARD. 

3orn Norwich 1785; died 1857. Proprietor of Nor- 
wich Courier. Baber manufacturer at Norwich Falls 
and Greeneville. A founder and vice-president of Nor- 
wich Savings Society. lust president and generous 
benefactor of Norwich Free Academy. 


122 THOMAS STERRY HUNT, LL. D. 


Born at Norwich in 1826; died Feb. 12, 1892. Pro- 
fessor of chemistry at McGill University, 1862-08. 
Prof. of geology at Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology 1872~’78. Presented with cross of the Legion 
of Honor at Pa 1855. Honorary member Royal So- 
ciety of Tondon 185. 9. He inv ented a permanent green 
ink, first used for “Greenbacks.”’ 


123 DEACON JABEZ HUNTINGTON. 

Born in Lebanon, Conn., 1767; died in Norwich 1848. 
He was president of the Moitvcah Bank and of the Nor- 
wich Savings Society. He and Hezekiah Perkins bought 
the land now known as the “Little Plain” on Broadway 
in 1811 and gave it to the city for a park. His house ts 
now Mrs. H. H. Osgood’s. 


124 CHARLES JAMES LANMAN. 

Born in Norwich, June 14, 1795. Yale graduate 1814. 
Receiver of public money for Michigan 1823-1831. 
Founder Tecumseh, Mich. Mayor of Norwich 1838. 
Died in New London, July 25, 1870. 


. 


125 JAMES LANMAN. 

Gorn in Norwich, June 14, 1769; died Aug. 7, 1841. 
Yale graduate 1788. United States Senator 1819-1825. 
Judge Supreme Court of Connecticut. 
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126 DOCTOR DANIEL LATHROP. 

Born Nerwick 1712; died Norwich 1782. Yale Col- 
lege 1733. St. Thomas’s Hospital, London 1737. ‘As an 
importer of drugs le and his brother, Joshua, built up a 
wide reputation and large estates for their day. He left 
£500 to Yale College; £500 to the first Church in Nor- 
wich, and £500 to establish a school on the Norwich 


Town Green. “Many were the amiables that composed 


his character.” 


| 7 1'7423°70 
12% DANIEL LATHROP... 


Born Norwich 1769; died 1825. Yale College 1787. 
Was engaged in the drug Wars in Norwich. Son of 
Dr. Joshua Lathrop. 


128 DOCTOR JOSHUA LATHROP. 


3orn Norwich 1723; died Norwich 1807. Yale Col- 
lege 1743. Merchant; cotton manufacturer; public 
Spirited citizen; one of the donors of Chelsea Parade to 
the inhabitants of Norwich and contributed generously 
for improvement of highways. “Ile devised liberal 
things and did them.” 


128. DONALD GRANT MITCHELL (Ik Marvel). 
,0rn in Norwich in 1822 near present residence of 

the principal of the Norwich I*ree Academy. Yale 

graduate and valedictorian 1841. Distinguished author 


and landscape gardener. Died in New Haven 1go8 He 


delivered an oration at the bi-centennial celebration in 


1859. 


1380 COLONEL GEORGE L. PERKINS. 
Born Norwich, Aug. 5, 1788; died Sept. 5, 1888. Pay- 
master United States Army, War of 1812 For fifty 
ars treasurer ol Norwich and \Vorcester Railroad. A 
Ww wade n and prominent citizen of Norwich. In his 
great age, one hundred years and one month, “his eye 
was not dim, nor his natural force abated.” 


131 CAPT. HEZEKIAH PERKINS. 

Born in Norwich 1751; died 1822. He and Jabez 
Huntington gave to the city in 1811 the land now known 
as the “Little Plain” tor a park. He lived in the house 
now owned by Mrs. Charles Coit. 
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1382 MAJOR JOSEPH PERKINS. 


A soldier of the Revolution. Member of the Commit- 
tee of Safety in 814. Prominent merchant; public 
spirited citizen. He with Vhomas Fanning and Joshua 
Lathrop gave Chelsea Parade to the inhabitants of Nor- 
wich for a park. He built the stone-house on Rockwell 
Street in 1806. 


133. DR. DWIGHT RIPLEY. 

Born in Windham, Conn., in 1767; died in Norwich, 
1835. A descendant of Goy. \Wm. Bradford of Plymouth. 
He was actively engaged in business in Norwich for 
over forty years, and built up a large wholesale drug 
trade on present site of Lee & Osgood’s. He did much 
for the advancement of Norwich and leit a large family 
of sons and daughters who are held in honored remeim- 
brance. 


134 GENERAL ALFRED PERKINS ROCKWELL. 
Born Norwich 1834; died Boston 1993. Yale College 
1855. Professor mining in Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. Rendered distinguished services in the 
war for the Union, rising from the rank of captain to 
Brevet-Brigadier General, and serving at James Island, 
Fort Darling, Bermuda Hundreds and Fort Fisher. 


135 CHARLES W. ROCKWELL. 

3orn in Norwich 1799: died 1866. During his resi- 
dence in Norwich he was distinguished for his hberality 
and public spirit. In 1833 he built the mansion on 
Broadway aiterwards owned by John F. Slater. He 
Was interested in manulactures at Norwich Town; was 
four years Mayor of the city; was three times elected to 
the State Legislature and w as for several vears United 
States Commissioner of Customs at Washington. 


136 HON. JOHN A. ROCKWELL. 

3orn in Norwich, Aug. 27, 1803; died in Washington, 
Feb 10, 1861. Yale graduate, 1822. Connecticut Siate 
Senator. Judge New London County Court. Repre- 
sentative United States Congress, 1845-1849. Author of 
a work on Spanish law. Concerned in development of 
“Laurel Hill’ At the bi-centennial celebration In 1859 
he delivered an oration on Major John Mason. 
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187 HON, NATHANIEL SHIPMAN. 


Born 1773; died in Norwich 1853. An honored citi- 
zen of Norwich. He represented the town repeatedly 


‘in the State J.egisiaiure. In 178r he pian ed the row of 


elm trees in front of General Harland’s house on Sentry 
Hill. He it was who identified the spot where Mianto- 
nomoh was captured by Uncas, and said “i was no time 
to balk.” dis horne was on the west side of \Washington 
Street. He was father of Rev. Thomas Lefingwell Ship- 
man aud grandiather of Judge Nathaniel Shipman, Judge 
of United States Circuit Court. 


1388 MRS. LYDIA HUNTLEY SIGOURNEY. 

sorn Norwich, 1791; died Ilartford, 1865. ‘Teacher 
and author. by her numcrous writings in prose and 
verse she achieved a literary fame not exceeded by that 
of any woman in the country. Her “Letters of Life’ 
give charming pictures of her native town in the days 
of her vouth. In early life she and Miss Nancy Mariza 
Hyde taught a school in the house of Mr. B. P. Bishop, 
189 Broady ay. 


1389 JOHN FOX SLATER. 


Born in Rhode Island, March 4, 1815; died Norwich, 
May 7, 1884. Proprictor of the Slater Cotton Mills at 
Jewett City, Conn. Founder of the John I. Slater Fund 
($1,000,000) for the education of freedmen, for which he 
was presented with a gold medal by Congress 1n the name 


of the people of the United States. Tenefactor of Park 


Chuich, The United Workers and the Norwich Free 
Academy. 


140 EDMUND CLARENCE STEDMAN, LL. D. 


Born in Jlartford, Oct. 8, 1833; died in New York, Jan. 
18, 1908. Yale University 1853. Journahst, poet, man 
of letters. Many volumes of his poems and prose work 
appeared from 1860 to 1yo08. He lived in Norwich from 
183g to’ 1853, his early home being with his uncle, Deacon 
James Stedman on Washington Street near East Town 
Street. 
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141 HENRY STRONG, LL. D. 


Born in Norwich 1788; died 1852. Yale University 
1806. Declining ified " political lonots than a briei term 
in the State Legisl: tture, he devoted himself to the prac- 
tice of law in which he reached highly honorable dis- 
tinction. 


142 REV. JOSEPH STRONG, D. D. 

sorn in Coventry, Conn., 1753; died Norwich 1834. 
Tor fifty-six years pastor of the firs st Church in Norwich. 
By his marriage with Mary Huntington he was closely 
allied with the “distinguished Huntington Generals of the 
Revolution. 


143 GENERAL DANIEL TYLER. 


Born in Brooklyn, Conn., Jan. 7, 1799; died Nov. 30, 
1882. West Point graduate 1818. Made eaiaebie re- 
ports on artillery in France; was Brigadier-General Con- 
necticut Volunteers, 1861; commanded at Bull Run; in 
active service to 1864. Jle was grandfather of Mrs. 


"Theodore Roosevelt. 


144 REV. JOHN TYLER. 


Born in Wallingford, Conn., 1742; died in Norwich 
1823. J‘irst Episcopal clergyman of Norwich. Ordained 
by the Bishop of London in 1768. Fifty-four years 
rector of Christ Church, Nor aii 


145 HON. JOHN TURNER WAIT, LL. D. 


Born in New Londen 1811; died in Norwich 1899. 
State Attorney for New London County ; imnmember of As- 
sembly and State Senate; member of Congress 1876 to 
1887; for over sixty years one of the most distinguished 
lawycrs of Connecticut. 


146 DAVID AMES WELLS, LL. D, D.-C..L. 

Born in Springfield, Mass., June 17, 1828; died in Nor- 
wich 18908. Graduate Williams College 1847; Harvard 
Isr. Special commissioner United States internal 
revenue 1866-1870; author; political economist; scientist. 
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OTHER PLACES OF INTEREST. 


147 SENTRY HILL ROAD. 


The first road passed over Sentry Hill back of the 
house now owned by Gen. Harland and came out in 
front of the house now owned by Mr. William H. 
Palmer. The four elm trees in front of this house 
stand two on one side and two on the other side of this 
old highway. 


148 MILL LANE (Lafayette Street) 


Was for many years the only road from the town plot 
to the old landing below the falls. 


149° OLD LANDING PLACE. 


The first settlers Janded at the head of navigation on 
the Yantic, below the falls, and that place for many years 
was the principal landing place. 


1580 LEXINGTON ALARM. 


In front of the Christopher Leffingwell shop stood a 
many branched elm tree, under which it is said the troops 
asseinbled, the day they marched to Lexington. 


151 BEAN HILL (at the west end of the Town Plot). 


Tradition says that before the settlement hungry and 
weary prospectors discovered pots of beans deposited in 
the earth which furnished them with a substantial meal, 
and that in remembrance thereof the inhabitants and 
their descendants to this day, all over the world, cat 
baked beans for their Saturday meht supper. 


152 OLD WHIPPING POST. 


The old whipping post, pillory and jail stood near the 
south corner of the parsonage lot. 
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153 MOHEGAN TURNPIEE. 


The road to New London was laid out as early as 
1G70, but was little better than an Indian trail. In 1792 
it was made a turnpike, the first in the United States, 
the junds for its improvement being raised by a lottery 
granted for the purpose by the Legislature. 


154 UNCAS MONUMENT. 


To Unceas, “the ancient friend” of the English people, 
sachem oi the Miohegan Indians, who sold the original 
town plot to the first proprietors, and who died about 
1082, the monument on Sachem Street was erected in 
1842 by the ladies of Norwich. Others of the royal 
family were buried near by. The gravestone of his de- 
scendant, Samuel Uncas, one of the last of the sachems, 
who diced before the Revolution, is preserved in the 
Slater Memoria} Duilding with this inscription: 

“For Beauty, wit, for Sterling sense, 

For temper mild, for Eliquence, 

For courage bold, for things Wauregan, 

He was the Glory of Mohegan, 

Whose death has Caused great lamentation, 
Both in ye english and ye Indian Nation.” 
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HISTORIANS OF NORWICH. 
FRANCES MANWARING CAULKINS. 


Born in New London 1795; died there in 1869. Her 
ancestry is traced to the early settlers of Piymouth, 
Mass. Her early life was spent in Norwich where she 
was a pup:] of Lydia Huntley (Alrs. Sigourney). For 
fifteen years she was a highly successful teacher and 
maniiested unusual talent for poetical and prose writing. 
Her “Ilistory of Norwich,” published in 1845, was re- 
written and extended in 1865 to a volume of 700 pages. 
The fruits of her indefatigable researches are nousehold 
words with all who are interested in the history ef the 
town. 


MARY E. PERKINS, 


Daughter of Edmund Perkins, a brilliant lawyer, and 
granddaughter of Francis Asher Perkins, one of the 
grand old men of Norwich, will be held in grateful re- 
membrance for her invaluable historical investigations 
long aiter the last of “The Old Houses of the Antient 
Town of Norwich,” shall have disappeared from the face 
of the earth. 
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